Endoscopic diagnosis of an MRI-occult, low-grade glioma with ependymal dissemination.
A 21-year-old man presented with triventricular hydrocephalus due to a tectal mass. He underwent an endoscopic third ventriculostomy, and multiple nodules were identified at the floor of the third ventricle intraoperatively. Surgical pathology of one of these lesions demonstrated that the tissue represented a low-grade astrocytoma. The case highlights the existing potential of neuroendoscopy to reveal neuroimaging-occult lesions, in spite of the significant advances of MRI. Furthermore, the combination of the age of the patient, the nonenhancing MRI appearance, and the multifocality of the lesions constitutes a rare and interesting neoplastic presentation within the brain. The constellation of findings likely represents dissemination of a low-grade tectal glioma via the CSF compartment.